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HISTORICAL NOTE 

Herge first published Le Lotus Bleu in the magazine Le Petit Vingtieme in Brussels in 1934-5: 
the story itself is set in 1931. At that time Japanese troops were occupying parts of the Chinese 
mainland, and Shanghai, the great seaport at the mouth of the Yangtze Kiang, possessed an 
International Settlement, a trading base in China for Western nations, administered by the 
British and Americans. Herge based his narrative freely upon the events of the time, 
including the blowing-up of the South Manchurian railway, which led to further incursions 
by Japan into China and ultimately to Japan’s resignation from the League of Nations in 1933. 
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The other fakir. Tintin. 
the one / sent to prison, 
the one with the poisoned 
darts, he's escaped ■ 


I must go to China at once 
Poor chap ... he just had time to 
tell me fm needed 
in Shanghai. 
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. Some European kid had the 
nerve to back up a rickshaw 
boy . . . He'd knocked me flying 
' and / was teaching him a lesson/ 
. . . Trying to stop me beating a 
native . . . Intolerable/ 


What's the world coming to? Can't we even teach that 
, yellow rabble to mind their manners now? It's up to us to 
vilise the savages/ We soon won't have any control at all 
. and look what we've done for them, all the benefits . . . 




til try tojind out the name oj that 
young ruffian, the one who had a go al 
you. Since tm Chiej oj Police oj the 
Shanghai International Settlement that 
shouldn't be dijjicult. Then III teach 
our young Don Quixote a lesson / 
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Yes, but on two conditions. 
First, 1hit you join our 
counter-espionage service. 
Second, that you tell me 
where you've hidden the 
poison you stole . . . 


That's all. Here arc 

accept my proposition, 
! yet you out tonight, 
and the moneys yours . 
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Fleming 

\ Fujigama/ Tmtin 
has escaped/ 

Double the guard 
on the gates. . . 

He can’t be allowed 
to get out 0f the 
citg. Wed be a 
laughing-stock/ 

■|p|p:i 




. I've got to keep ; 
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.. .jell to the ground. 

I picked it up, and ran * 
to the house. 1 found 
some paper just the same, 
and wrote: 'In case you 
haven't noticed, we are 
lunatics and this proves | 
j it'Then 1 put < 

my paper in place of 
the other one... 

Up 

| Poor Thomson J 

I Kindly send this telegram 

■ to the Chief of Police. 
rjr“|| International Settlement. 

■ Shanghai. . . 

M 
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Hil 








































































































































































Here we are agaii 

, j 

To be prec ise: here 
we aren't. It's three 
■ hours, walk to 

Hukow . . . IVhat a 
life, Thomson, what 

l,«y 
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H Any news? 

fj Midnight tomorrow? . . . 

| /// come with gou . . . 

—1 


I ~ I! mustn't sty hen. . . 

1 1 I'll put you in the 

picture . . . 

il 

mm 








































































































































































/ knot/ perfectly well you were in ' 

. the barrel. . . You were at the 
blue Lotus last night. . . and had 
a good laugh at mg expense, no 
doubt.. .You heard the orders I 
j gave Yamato . . . Everything had 
gone your Way... but one oj my 

‘ / told myself you certainly 
wouldn't be able to resist such a 
good opportunity, so 1 set a trap. 

/ to/d them to leave you alone, 
they loosened the top of one 
barrel, and everything happened 
as tdforeseen! 

H1 t mu done ' Mr ! 

\ Mitsuhirato. 1 

jr§ 


Cleverer than you thought, 
anyway! ... Ah, here's an 
old friend of yours ... He 
doesn't want to miss your 
execution/ 






* See Cigars of the Pharaoh 



























































































































































































































SHANGHAI NEWS 


FANG HSI-YING FOUND: Professor Prisoner in Opium Den 

SHANGHAI, Wednesday: 
found! The good news was flashed 


^^ 9 1 

HHlES 

society Sons of the Dragon 2 
was kidnapped by an internat: 


by police at Blue Lotus opium 


routes, ports to be avoided, points of 
>f Japa 


Nanking railway incident as 
occupation. League of Natioi 


TINTIN’S OWN STORY 

i tall, elderly, vei 



hero, young and smiling, greeted us 
wearing Chinese dress. Could this 
really be the scourge of the terrible 
Shanghai gangsters? 

Tintin to tell us how he succeeded 



[ The conclusions oj the Sub-Committe 
leave no room for doubt The documents 
seijed in Shanghai provide irrefutable 
proof The attack upon the Shanghai- 

Nanking railway was planned 

11 ^y^^direct orders from 


authorised to an 
that mg government has ordered its 
troops to withdraw from Chinese 
territories occupied after the incident 
on the Shanghai-Nanking railway. 

To that, gentlemen, I must add with 

regret that in solemn protest i 
against the affront to mg 
country, Japan f inds herself 
obliged to resign from J ' 
of Nations/ 
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Collect all 23 of these adventures! 
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